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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PRESCHOOL
Willson Preschool began as a “grass roots” e ort fty-six years ago this year! Several stay at
home mothers gathered together in 1966 to establish a group experience for their preschool
aged children as well as a morning o for themselves. The program continued to grow and
morph over the years.
The school met only on Thursdays initially and was open to all children in the community.
Celeste Haynes was the rst Director until 1971, when Jeanne Eggert assumed the head
position. In 1972 the program was expanded to two days a week for four year olds and in
1973 the three year olds began meeting two days. Sandy Gilbert became the Director in 1975
and served until 1994 when Pat Screnar and Maggie Murdock became Co-Directors lasting
until 2001 when Pat Screnar retired and Maggie Murdock continued on as Director.
In 1981 the program expanded again to include a second four year old group on Monday and
Wednesday mornings. In 1992 the group added Fridays to the schedule and the Early Bird
program began.
In 1993 the Preschool moved temporarily to Hope Lutheran while the Methodist Church
renovated their building. The Preschool returned to the Methodist Church in 1994. In 2003 the
Late Bug program was added to give parents more exibility. Insurance concerns in 2004
prompted the formation of the new non-pro t corporation, changing the name from Methodist
Preschool to Willson Avenue Preschool. The name change was the only change made the
program: the structure, sta , philosophy and location all remained the same.
Simultaneously with the celebration of its 40th year the preschool was asked to vacate the
space in the Methodist Church. Christ the King had just constructed a new building and
o ered use of their space; the move was facilitated in March 2006. The Parent Board voted to
change the name to Willson Preschool.
In 2014 Maggie Murdock retired and Karen Toresdahl was promoted to Director; Karen had
been teaching at the preschool since 1993. In 2018 Renee Sabol, who had been teaching in
the program since 1998, joined her as Assistant Director. In 2021 Karen Toresdahl retired and
Meredith Johnson, on sta since 2009, joined Renee Sabol as Co-Director.
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT
The Parent Board meets a minimum of twice a year; there is a fall meeting and a spring
meeting. The Board is responsible for the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Supporting the director and sta in achieving their educational goals
Allowing parents a forum for voicing their interests and concerns
Hiring and dismissing the director
Setting the sta salaries
Setting the tuition fees
Setting minimum health standards for the school
Allocating funds

Every parent has a “say” and is able to attend the board meetings. They are invited to vote on
administrative issues regarding the preschool. Please plan to attend the Parent Board meeting
in the spring to become informed and to have input in the direction of the school.
The Board members (5) are elected at the March parent meeting each year. O cers include
President/Chairperson, Secretary, and Treasurer and two at-large members. The President/
Chairperson presides over the meetings and assists the director(s) as needed. The Secretary
takes and reports on the minutes from the meetings. The Treasurer keeps the books and
handles all nancial transactions. For this service, tuition for up to three mornings per week is
waived for the Treasurer’s child. This is a minimum two-year commitment.
The Board, Directors of the Preschool (who are ex-o cio Board members) will also meet if any
special situations arise during the school year. These parents will also act as parent
representatives for the school year. If you have any recommendations or concerns please
inform one of the Directors or one of the Board members. With the help of your input we can
continually grow and maintain our quality reputation.
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SCHEDULE
Willson Preschool is in session Monday through Friday beginning at 9:30 and ending at 12:45.
Each morning there is an option of extended care in the Early Bird program (8:30-9:30) and on
Monday and Tuesday in the Late Bug Program (12:45-3:00). These programs are separate from
the regular classes with limited enrollment.

ENROLLMENT
Preschool classes are determined by age on September 10th.
Our enrollment is limited to a xed number in each age group:
BROWN BEARS: 2 year olds, two teachers for 14 children (Wednesday mornings)
RED ROBINS: 3 year olds, two teachers for 16 children (Monday/Friday mornings)
BLUE BIRDS: 3 year olds, two teachers for 16 children (Tuesday/Thursday mornings)
YELLOW JACKETS: 4 year olds, two teachers for 18 children (Mon/Wed/Fri mornings)
GREEN GATORS: 4 year olds, two teachers for 18 children (Tuesday/Thursday mornings)
There is also an assistant teacher/nutrition specialist that moves between the rooms as needed
each morning of the week.

ARRIVAL AT PRESCHOOL
We open the classroom doors at 9:30. Please bring your child at that time unless you are
enrolled in the Early Bird Program. Please be prompt in picking up your child at the end of the
day. Our situation requires that the teachers set up the preschool rooms each morning and
clean and put things away at the end of the day. If you nd you are going to be detained in
picking up your child from school, please telephone the school, do not email. We don’t answer
the phone while we are working with the children but will check the messages at the end of the
day. Please go ahead and leave a message at 406.587.6072 if you need to get ahold of us
during the morning.
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PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The Preschool’s objective is to enrich the lives of children by helping them grow in all areas of
their development: socially, emotionally, physically, intellectually, and creatively.
•

To assist children in the development of positive feelings about themselves and their
capabilities.

• To build satisfying relationships with people outside of their family, other children as well as
adults. To strengthen trust, to provide opportunities for socialization, to increase sensitivity
to the needs and feelings of others.
• To develop kindergarten readiness skills including small and large motor skills, self-help
skills, and pre-academic skills. To develop language and communication skills.
•

To work with parents recognizing each child’s unique individuality, seeking to understand
and relate to each child.

• To create an environment where children build con dence, creativity, problem solving skills,
and a sense of independence and con dence in their abilities.
• To foster opportunities for growth in language, vocabulary, and pre-literacy skills with a
language rich environment.

At Willson we believe that children do their
best learning through play.
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DAILY PROGRAM
Activities at Willson will include a variety of experiences. With the exception of special days,
you may expect most classes to contain the following:
A period of free play o erings:
•. creative art opportunities where focus is on the process and not the product
•. opportunities for imaginative play
•. science play and experiments
•. water, sand and sensory play
•. woodworking
•. block building
•. dramatic play
• cooking and creating snack
Snack: A social time for new food experiences, often creating food with our assistant teacher
where the kids get to pour, stir, cook and clean up.
Group experience: Kids are to sit as a group and look at books, listen to the teacher read a
story, sing songs, dance and participate in nger plays.
Outdoor activities: We try to get outside when the weather allows. Our playground
encourages climbing, running, riding on toys, playing in the sand box or in the snow during the
winter. It’s a great opportunity for large muscle activities and games.
Indoor gross motor activities: When we are not able to get outside, we can utilize the
church’s social hall for games, dance parties, playing with balloons or the large parachute.
Lunch: Children get out their own lunch to open and eat and share conversation with the
table.
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EARLY BIRD PROGRAM
Early Birds is available every morning from 8:30-9:30 for children enrolled to attend Willson
Preschool on that school day.
• Children may attend on a regular basis, paid for in advance each month. The monthly
fee is $30/day for each day selected. The fee will be included in the monthly invoice.
•. There is a maximum limit of ten children each morning.
•. Drop in space may be available if the group is not full; please call or email the school
in advance to assure availability. There is a at fee of $10 per day for Early Bird dropins regardless of your child’s arrival time.
• Brown Bears are not eligible for Early Birds.

LATE BUG PROGRAM
Late Bugs is available Monday and Tuesday from immediately after preschool ends at 12:45
until 3:00.
• Children may attend for any fraction of time between 12:45-3:00 on the days they
attend school; the fee of $60 will be paid in advance, billed with your monthly tuition.
•. A limited number of children, based on sta ng, may enroll each afternoon. Drop-in
space may be available if the groups are not full. Please call or email the school in
advance to assure availability. There is a at fee of $20 per day for Late Bug drop-ins
regardless of your departure time.
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INTRODUCING THE STAFF
PRESCHOOL DIRECTORS:
Renee Sabol
BS, Recreational Therapy
Meredith Johnson
BA, Early Childhood Education and Deaf Education
TEACHERS:
Brown Bear Classroom (twos)
Renee Sabol
BS, Recreational Therapy
Joined Willson in 1998
Meredith Johnson
BA, Early Childhood Education and Deaf Education
Joined Willson in 2009
Red Robin Classroom (threes)
April Ganser
BS, Elementary Physical Education
At Willson since 2004
Staci Weichel
BS, Elementary Education with an Early Childhood Option
At Willson since 2020
Blue Bird Classroom (threes)
Renee Sabol
BS, Recreational Therapy
Meredith Johnson
BA, Early Childhood Education and Deaf Education
Yellow Jacket Classroom (fours)
Liz Mackie
Nursing coursework
Substitute teacher before coming to Willson in 2004
Crystal Boxwell
BS, Business
Joined Willson in 2018
Green Gator Classroom (fours)
Tami White
BS, Elementary Education
Joined Willson in 2004
Amber Wilkinson
BA, History, Secondary Teaching Option
Former Willson student, joined the sta in 2015
ASSISTANT TEACHER/EARLY BIRD TEACHER/SNACK SPECIALIST:
April Ganser
BS, Elementary Physical Education
Jen Sonnichsen
MBA
At Willson since 2021
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CALENDAR
September 8

Orientation for Green Gators and Blue Birds

September 9

Orientation for Yellow Jackets and Red Robins

September 12

First Day for Yellow Jackets and Red Robins

September 13

First Day for Green Gators and Blue Birds

September 14

Orientation for Brown Bears

September 21

First Day for Brown Bears

October 10-12

School Pictures

October 20-21

District PIR Days, no school

November 23-25

Thanksgiving Brea

December 19-30

Christmas Break

January 2

School reopens

January 16

MLK Day, no school

February 20

President’s Day, no school

March 14-18

Spring Break

May 17

Last Day for Brown Bears

May 22

Last Day for Yellow Jackets and Red Robins

May 23

Last Day for Green Gators and Blue Birds

WILLSON PRESCHOOL WILL BE CLOSED IF THE
BOZEMAN PUBLIC SCHOOL BUSES DON’T OPERATE
OR IF THEY ARE RUNNING TWO HOURS LATE.
DAYS MISSED WILL NOT BE MADE UP.
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FISCAL POLICIES
Willson Preschool is a non-pro t organization which operates on a limited planned budget. All
tuition funds are used to operate the Preschool: sta salaries, rent, insurance, supplies,
curriculum materials, food and other expenses incurred during the year.
Tuition is calculated on a per year basis and divided into nine equal monthly payments for
convenience. You will therefor pay the same amount each month regardless of the length of
the month or number of classes held. For example, September and December are short on the
number of classes in the month, but the monthly payment is the same as the other months.
The calendar is calculated to give each group a speci c number of days for attendance. For
example, Brown Bears are there for 32 days each school year.
Please observe the following scal policies e ective for the 2022-23 school year:
•. The yearly tuition for the two year old group is $1440; two days a week is $2160;
three days is $3240.
•. Tuition is typically paid monthly in nine installments. Monthly payments work out to
be $160/month for the two year olds, $240/month for the classes that are two days a
week, and $360/month for the class that meets three days a week.
•. Tuition will be due on the rst day of the month, including September. Unless prior
arrangements are made with the Director(s), a $25 late fee will be assessed after the
15th day of each month. Enrollment will be terminated when accounts are 60 days past
due and the deposits will be forfeited.
• If for some reason you need to withdraw your student from the program we require
30 days notice so that we can try to nd someone to ll the spot.
•. If your child is absent from class due to illness, vacation, etc. full tuition must still be
paid to hold your child’s place in the class. Please remember, we have to pay our
monthly expenses even if your child is unable to attend school. Our budget is set
based on full classrooms. If a classroom needs to be quarantined due Covid exposure
tuition will still need to be paid in full.
•. Monthly tuition will be invoiced by email and can be paid online directly from the
invoice or with a written check brought to the preschool. There we have envelopes by
the sign-in sheets for the parent treasurer. If you have cash please make sure to give it
directly to the director(s) or treasurer. Checks can also be sent to our parent treasurer:
Ellie Lehrkind
208 Morgan Creek
Bozeman, MT 59718
willsonpreschooltreasurer@gmail.com
406.250.5475
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FISCAL POLICIES CONTINUED
A place has been reserved for your child at Willson Preschool with your registration deposit.
Your deposit, which equals one month tuition, will be used to cover tuition for May 2023.
Payment in advance allows us to start the school year with money in the treasury.
Part of Willson Preschool’s history is when a Parent Board made the decision to charge a
supply fee instead of having a fundraiser. For 2022-23 the supply fee is $60 and will be billed
with the September invoice. This amount is a donation and is tax deductible.

WILLSON PRESCHOOL IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION
DONATIONS ARE WELCOME AND TAX DEDUCTIBLE
TAX ID NUMBER 84-1649089
If you would like to use your preschool costs for your tax purposes, please track your invoices,
our treasurer cannot pull those numbers for you.
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PARENTS ARE WELCOME
We love parents at Willson! Your help is always welcome and appreciated. Do you have a
special interest or skill to share with the children? A place for our four year old class to visit
with a eld trip? Children are always thrilled to have a parent join us for lunch. Throughout the
year we may ask for parent help with assisting in the classroom, eld trips, play ground work,
painting or repairing equipment.
There is a newsletter emailed to families at the beginning of each month with information and
opportunities for help and donations.

CONFERENCES
Parent-Teacher conferences are held in the spring and fall for the three year old and four year
old rooms. Typically in November and April. The Brown Bear class only does conferences in
the spring. A sign-up with times will be posted next to the sign up sheets for your child’s
classroom.
We look forward to these opportunities to talk with you about your child. We love to tell you
how they are doing in their class and we also love to hear more about your child from you. If
there are any other problems, questions, or special situations we should know about in regards
to your child please do not hesitate to call or email the Director(s) or the individual teachers.

FIELD TRIP INFORMATION
We enjoy taking the four year old classrooms on eld trips throughout the year. We stopped
doing these during the Covid Years but look forward to bringing them back to the program.
These will be announced ahead of time via email or notes home, informing you of the schedule.
All parent drivers must complete a Field Trip Information form. Children are required to
use booster seats and seat belts with the car doors locked. No child may sit in the front
seat of a vehicle, whether equipped with an airbag or not. The preschool will provide
booster seats to use on eld trips.
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HEALTH
The Willson Preschool must make adequate provisions for the protection of the health of the
students and sta . The school is responsible for seeing that children with obvious symptoms
of illness are not permitted to start the day’s program. If a child happens to become sick
during the day parents will be called to take the child home.
Please DO NOT send your child to Preschool if he/she:
• Has a fever or has had one during the previous 24 hour period.
• Has heavy nasal discharge (especially if it’s yellow or green) or a constant cough.
• Is fussy, cranky or generally not him or herself…even when a child is tired; we want
preschool to be a positive experience, so let’s set them up for success.
• Has symptoms of a possible communicable disease such as diarrhea, chills, pain,
sore throat, rash, earache or vomiting. Again, 24 hours since exhibiting one of these
symptoms is appreciated.
• If your child utilizes a laxative, such as Miralax, to combat constipation please refrain
from giving it to them so that it “kicks in” while they’re at school. It’s not comfortable or
enjoyable for them to have it work while they’re in the classroom.
• If you need to give your child any medication to “get them through the morning” or
have them wear a mask “just in case” please keep them home.
Our favorite Rule of Thumb: Do not send your child to preschool if you would not want him/her
playing with another child exhibiting those same symptoms. We try hard to prevent the spread
of germs though out the Preschool. We can do everything we can, but our e orts are useless
without your earnest cooperation.
Please do not send your child to Preschool if you do not want him/her to go outside to play.
Weather permitting, children play outdoors every day and we do not have extra sta to stay
inside with individual children.
Covid protocols are something we take seriously and we will continue to follow county
guidelines. We will keep families updated on policies through newsletters and emails.

It is required that your child’s immunizations are current with Montana Vaccine
Requirements for School Attendance. A copy of your child’s immunization
record, from your health care provider or the county health department, is
required on the rst day of preschool. Medical or Religious exemptions are not
accepted. You can email these records to Renee.willsonpreschool@gmail.com

Willson Preschool admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin to
all the rights, privileges, programs and activities available to students at the school.
It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or ethnic origin in
administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and other
school administered programs.
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SNACK
The Assistant Teacher/Snack Specialist will select and plan a snack for the children each day.
She often brings the ingredients to the classrooms and prepares the snack with the children.
Teachers often use this opportunity to incorporate science and math concepts. Some of the
things we enjoy making with the classrooms are homemade noodles, mu ns, pretzels, or
breadsticks.
Having snack at preschool is an opportunity to expand a child’s food preferences by
introducing a variety of foods. After they have played hard in the morning the children have
often worked up a hunger and are more likely to try something new. Often times, the snack is
coordinated with the current classroom theme. Snack time is a social time when children share
conversation, learn healthy habits and manners, and experience good nutrition.
If desired, parents are encouraged to provide a special snack for the class to celebrate
birthdays or half-birthdays throughout the year. A sign-up calendar will be available at
orientation for selecting such a day.
We have worked around many food allergies but if your child has signi cant allergies you may
feel more comfortable providing their own snacks.

LUNCH
Each child brings his/her own lunch and water bottle from home. The children remain with
their own age groups for lunch period. Please do not send juice or milk, they will have access
to their water bottles.
To make your child’s lunch experience a pleasant and healthy experience please send what
your child likes to eat. A little variety from week to week makes lunch time more interesting
and fun. We love to encourage foods that foster independence, so if you can start the oranges
for them, or peel the hard boiled eggs that would be helpful. Please label lunchboxes and
water bottles with your child’s name. An average lunch might include a 1/2 sandwich, a fruit,
a vegetable, cheese stick, crackers, and an applesauce pouch. Go ahead and pack a
“dessert” if you would like, but know that we don’t monitor that…so if they want to eat that rst
they most likely will.
We do ask that children not share their lunches with others. This is especially important when
there are food allergies in the room. When a child is interested in another child’s lunch we
encourage them to tell their parents that they would like to try it.
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CONTACT INFORMATION
WILLSON PRESCHOOL EMAIL: willsonpreschool@gmail.com
WILLSON PRESCHOOL PHONE: 587.6072
Please use report absences or leave a message for any sta member on the answering
machine. While the call will not be answered, we check the messages throughout the day.

CO-DIRECTORS:

Renee Sabol
Meredith Johnson

580.9338
579.0135

PARENT TREASURER:

Ellie Lehrkind
250.5475
willsonpreschooltreasurer@gmail.com
Mailing address for deposits and tuition:
208 Morgan Creek
Bozeman, MT 59718

BUILDING INFORMATION
Preschool Entrance: As to not disrupt church sta and business, please use only the small
door on the north side of the building, adjacent to the play ground.
Out of an abundance of caution and to allow our teachers to focus on their classrooms, the
exterior door will be locked from 10:00-12:30 and during late bugs. You are ALWAYS welcome
at preschool and never late; simply ring the doorbell for admittance.
In the event that we need to evacuate the building, children will be escorted to Meadowlark
Elementary and parents immediately called.
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